
 1 

CURRICULUM VITAE  
Michael M. Halassa 

43 Vassar Street, 46-5081 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

617-253-5757 
mhalassa@mit.edu 

 
 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING  
 
1997-2004  M.D.  Medicine and Surgery  University of Jordan 
2004-2009  Ph.D.  Neuroscience   PENN 
2009-2013  Residency Psychiatry   MGH 
2013-2014  Fellowship Psychotic Disorders  MGH 
2009-2014  Postdoc. Systems Neuroscience MIT 
 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2018-   Assistant Professor Brain and Cognitive Science MIT 
2014-2018  Assistant Professor Neuroscience Institute  NYU 
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HONORS (selected) 
Prizes 
2017 Vilcek Prize for Creative Promise in the Biomedical Sciences 
2015 Daniel X. Freedman Prize for Exception Research in Basic Brain & Behavioral Science 
Notable Highlights 
2018 Kavli/NAS Frontiers of Science Fellow 
2017 Takeda/New York Academy of Science Innovator 
2017 NYU Langone Medical Center Next Generation Star 
2015 Allen Institute Next Generation Leader 
Awards and Scholarships 
2019 Max Planck Society Fellow 
2017 Pew Scholar Award for Biomedical Sciences 
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2012 NIH Pathway to independence career award (K99/R00), NINDS 
2009 Flexner award for outstanding thesis in Neuroscience, PENN 
 
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
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2004-present Society for Neuroscience 
 
MAJOR RESEARCH FOCUS 
 
My lab combines well-controlled parametric behavior with physiological, genetic and optical 
approaches to understand the neural basis of cognitive control and flexibility. Using the mouse as 
a model system, we link neural mechanism to cognitive processes through an intermediate 
computational description. By focusing on the interactions between thalamus and cortex, we 
have identified novel and unsuspected roles for the thalamus in processes such as attention, 
executive function and perceptual decision making. 
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